Delphi History


1.00:	15/2/95


1.01:	25/4/95


1.02:	24/8/95


2.0:	10/2/96


2.01:	Place your bets


Environment


Help files


MultiHelp spans more files now - 16 vs 3


Broken links (TTable.UpdateObject and column editors)


New help file: VCL.ZIP in BDELPHI32 (1/3/96)


Newer version in first part of April


Wrong versions with Delphi 1 and 2 - WINHELP.INI


New menu structures


Non-visual component labels


Cross unit references


Object repository


reusing forms


reusing data models


reusing projects


Visual form inheritance


Optional Demo Explorer expert


Database


BDE 3.0


Multi-thread aware


Multiple session support


SQL Explorer


Takes a lot of the DBD benefit away


Scaleable data dictionary


Field attributes


Data Modules


3-tier application partitioning


Programmatic Filters - \DEMOS\DB\FILTER\FILTER.DPR


Filter property and options - FILTER1.DPR


OnFilterRecord event - FILTER2.DPR


Field improvements


Lookup fields


Attribute sets


Field editor changes


DBGrid improvements - \DEMOS\DB\LOOKUP\LOOKUP.DPR


Column attributes


In-built support for lookup fields - LOOKUP.DPR


Multi-record objects


Cached updates


SQL Monitor - SQLTRACE.TXT vs SQLMON.TXT


ReportSmith 3.0


QuickReports - \DEMOS\QUICKRPT\QRDEMO


Integration


Compiler/RTL


Version 9


New comment style


Compiler directives


New directives


Alternative names for old directives


Predefined symbols


CPU386 vs CPU86


VER90 vs VER80


WIN32 vs WINDOWS, DPMI and MSDOS


Console mode apps


CONSOLE symbol, APPTYPE directive - CONSOLE.DPR


Optimisations


Bubble sort example - OPT.DPR


Finalization section


TApplication.Initialize/InitProc


DLL extras


DLL bug - DLLBUG.DPR


DLLEntryPoint/DLLMain equivalent for Delphi


Hooks for thread/process attach/detach triggers - STUBDLL32.DPR & STUBEXE32.DPR


DELPHIMM.DLL requirement


Hints and warnings - HINTS.DPR


Data type changes


Fundamental types: Word, Smallint


Generic types: Cardinal, Integer


Long strings


Length not stored at element 0 - use SetLength/SetString


Implicit pointers


PChar typecast support via trailing null


Reference counting - StrRec


Copy on write


Internationalisation support


Single & Double Byte Character Sets (SBCSs and DBCSs)


Fundamental: AnsiChar, PAnsiChar, AnsiString


Generic: Char, PChar, String


Unicode


WideChar, PWideChar


Bimodal APIs, e.g. CreateWindowEx


Lack of Unicode support in Windows 95


IMM unit


Interface to Input Method system for Chinese Windows - Input Method Manager (IMM) and Input Method Editor (IME)


Windows 95/NT API


Win32Platform


Calling conventions: pascal, cdecl, stdcall, register directives


export directive


Memory access


far directive


Multi-threading


CreateThread/ExitThread


BeginThread/EndThread


threadvar and Thread Local Storage (TLS)


Delphi 16 and Delphi 32 compatibility


General


packed records


Different unit names (no more 64k code limitation) (Windows/BDE)


Unit aliases


Typed constants


Initialised variables


APIs ill-advised, e.g. WinExec, ShellExecute, _llseek, FileOpen


APIs gone, e.g. all selector routines


Beep


DLLs


No more shared data space - need memory-mapped files


If using strings, must ship DELPHIMM.DLL


VCL


New components


TPageControl


TTreeView


TProgressBar


TRichEdit


TImageList - IMGLIST.DPR, TRANSBMP1.PAS, TRANSBMP2.PAS, TRANSBMP3.PAS


THotKey


Multi-threading


Thread-safe VCL


TThread class for synchronised thread control -DEMOS\THREADS\THRDEMO.DPR, QRYTHREAD.DPR, QRYTHREADSAFE.DPR


Registry


TRegistry


Defaults to HKEY_CURRENT_USER


TRegIniFile - REG.DPR


INI file access


TStrings.CommaText


System Data Format (SDF) compatible reading/writing - SDF.DPR


TBits class


Replaces undocumented TBitPool


Like sets and bitwise manipulation, but not limited in number of bits


OCX support


3 graphing controls


OLE 2


Date implementation change, DateDelta - DATE.DPR


Variant type


16 bytes


Special values: Unassigned (default), Null


Surrounding API, e.g. array creation and redimensioning, type conversion


Automation controllers - WORDEG.DPR


Automation servers - automated keyword - AUTO.DPR & AUTOTEST.DPR


Miscellaneous


New CompuServe forum: BDELPHI32


Deployment


InstallShield Express


Team Development


